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Introduction/Welcome
Welcome!
Thank you for your willingness to participate in the Nebraska Department of Education program
approval review process for the University of Nebraska Kearney Educator Preparation Programs
(UNK EPPs). The Rule 20 and Rule 24 Folios report information and data for the academic years
2013-14 and 2014-15 (as per permission from NDE and CAEP). Documentation is provided in
the form of assessment data, handbooks, catalogs, advising sheets, etc.
Thank you for your time and insight,

Sheryl R. Crow, Ph.D.
Associate Dean and Accreditation Officer
University of Nebraska
College of Education
Directions for Navigating
 Organization: This document page provides narrative, data, data analysis, and
supporting documentation for the University of Nebraska Kearney Rule 24 Folio for the
Early Childhood Inclusive Endorsement Program. The folio is a single PDF document
that may be accessed with Adobe Reader. If you do not have Adobe Acrobat Reader,
please follow this link to upload it: https://get.adobe.com/reader/. When opening the file,
a bookmarks navigation panel should appear to the left of the document. This panel lists
the headings corresponding to specific components of the Folio. If the panel is not
visible, please click on View in the top menu > Show/Hide > Navigation Panes >
Bookmarks. This will expose the bookmark panel. Some resources are hyperlinked
within the document. Clicking on a hyperlink (blue underlined) will open a web page.
 Links to UNK’s Course Catalogs: Should reviewers need to reference UNK Course
Catalogs, please use this link to access current and previous undergraduate and graduate
course catalogs.
Support
Should you encounter difficulties with accessing any documents, please contact Sheryl Crow
at 308-224-1552 or Brian Wojcik at 309-261-2158.

Section 1: Contextual and Endorsement Program Information
1a. Contextual Information
Please use this link to view, Institution and Educator Preparation Program Contextual
Information, from Section 1 of the UNK Rule 20 Folio.
1b. Admission, Retention, Transition, and Completion of Endorsement Program
Students must have completed a baccalaureate program to be admitted to this program. In
addition the student must at least two years of teaching in an endorsement area.
Key information regarding the admission, retention, transition, and completion of endorsement
programs may be found within the UNK Rule 20 Folio.
Please use this link to view Table 004.06-2 entitled, Requirements for Program Admission and
Progression, from the UNK Rule 20 Folio.
Completion of UNK Educator Preparation Program
Please refer to Folio Appendix A – Student Advising Sheet for the High Ability Education
Endorsement Program at University of Nebraska at Kearney’ for a sample progression of
courses for teacher candidates pursuing this endorsement.
1c. Endorsement Program Field Experiences
Individuals in this endorsement are required to take TESE 816D (Practicum in Special
Education). During this course, they are expected to log a minimum of 90 hours of experiences
working with high-ability learners at the PK-6 and 7-12 levels.
Please use this link to view Table 005.03 entitled, Field Experiences for Initial Certification,
from the UNK Rule 20 Folio.
Please use this link to view Table 006.02 entitled, Field Experiences for Advanced Certification,
from the UNK Rule 20 Folio.

1d. Endorsement Program Completers Data
Calendar Year
20 14

to

20 14

20 15

to

20 15

Program Completers and Level – Content Area:
High Ability Education
Number of Endorsement Program Completers
Bac
Post Bac
Alternate Route
Masters
Ed. Specialist
0
0
0
2
0
0

0

0

0

0

PhD
0
0

Section 2: Endorsement Program Key Assessments and Related Data
Artifact 1: Table of Endorsement Program Key Assessments

Name of Assessment
used for the following areas:

1

Content - GPA

GPA
Content - Knowledge

2

Content Mastery

Learner/Learning Environments

3

4

Evidence of Planning
Knowledge and Effective Use of
Professional Practices

Impact on P-12
Learning

GPA

Type or Form of
Assessment

Assignment

Assignment

Assignment

Program candidates are asked to create a plan
for a high ability student that incorporates
specific technology into the student’s learning
plan.
Program participants are asked to develop an
individualized plan for a student that has high
ability complete with goals and related
rationale statements for those goals.
Program candidates are asked to identify and
collect performance data in response to
instruction on goals for particular student.

When
Assessment is
Administered
At point of
Graduation.
Practicum during
final semester.
Practicum during
final semester.
Practicum during
final semester.

Employer survey asks a number of questions
Upon completion
related to overall proficiency of program
of the program
5 Employer Survey
completers.
Please refer to Appendix B – Endorsement Program Key Assessments and Scoring Rubrics to view specific information about the
assessments described in the table above.
Professional Responsibility and
Overall Proficiency

Survey

Brief Description of Assessment, including
indicated information obtained from
Assessment
Cumulative GPA

Artifact 2. Data Related to Program Endorsement Key Assessments by Level
Artifact 2 is not required for a Mini-Folio.

Artifact 3: Interpretation and Summary of Assessment Data
Assessment data are tied to courses that are taught every other year as well as Practicum. During
the review period, the endorsement program only had two completers. Both completers met or
exceeded expectations on the key assessments.

Section 3: Use of Related Data and Information for Continuous Program Improvement of
Endorsement Program
Coursework and assignments
- The last two years have been transition years as Gifted Education has a new program
director.
- Based on student input assignments are not divide up through the 3-5 modules
(depending on the course)
- Assignment due dates have also been balanced throughout the semester
- Assignments/coursework have begun an gradual evolution to include more technology
- A focus on 2E’s has been added to all courses
- Attention has been focused on the quality of “original” work, with all assignment verified
through SafeAssignment
- Access to scheduled meeting times, that better accommodate professional learners work
schedules has also been incorporated.
- The Practicum has evolved from “skyped” viewing of students working in classrooms to
an administrative evaluation method
- In a two-year period the results, thus far, have proven to be very positive based on student
evaluations and input. Continued evaluation of the changes implemented, evolution of
new coursework opportunities and student input will be ongoing.
Program recruitment and development
- Efforts in the area of student recruitment have be a primary focus of the new program
director.
- The program director has a dedicated Facebook page, Twitter account and Instagram
account focusing on Gifted Education, Special Education and UNK specific events and
offerings.
- The new program director is an active member of the Nebraska Association for the Gifted
and has been instrumental in arranging a meeting between the Dean of the UNK COE
and the Executive Director of NAG to develop a relationship that supports NAG as well
as promotes the UNK Gifted Education program
- The needs of gifted learners has been added to the inclusion course and the ASD (Autism
Spectrum Disorders) also taught by the Gifted Education program director
- The program director represented UNK and ha actively presented and participated in the
NAG conference for the past three years.
- The program director was invited to present at the NE Midlands College 2E conference,
which also provided an opportunity to promote the UNK Gifted Ed. Program.
- Outreach with one of the larger NE school districts has helped bring attention to the
Gifted Program
- Outreach to social media sites devoted to Gifted Education to promote the UNK Gifted
Education program
- The UNK On-Line Special Education Program, which includes the Gifted Education
Program, was recognized by US News and World Reports “Top Colleges” edition.
Promotion and advertising is essential to the health of any program. On a limited budget,
other ways must be developed to attract future students. While word of mouth has been

successful, it is also imperative that the program director be accessible, and willing to
connect with potential students at every opportunity.
The Future of the Gifted Education Program
- Gifted Education students have expressed an interest in a wider variety of elective
offerings. To address this need the Gifted Education program director approached the
COE dean about developing a course with the ELL program director with a focus on
teaching skills and strategies to meet the needs of 2E learners
- Gifted Education students have expressed an interest in becoming published in academic
journals. While the University is not an R1 school, the opportunity to offer a course that
focuses on gifted education research and the implementation of strategies to meet the
needs of gifted learners will be very beneficial.
- Outreach to the local school district to discuss the needs of gifted learners and hoe we can
collaborate with them to help meet those needs
- Professional collaboration between the director of gifted education and the gifted
education director at one of the state’s larger school districts to research the needs of
gifted families.
Growth and development are essential components to the health of a program. This is
unattainable without being active and accessible in the community. Community collaboration
with the gifted program, and college will be a determining factor in program growth and
development.

APPENDIX A - Student Advising Sheet for the High Ability Education Endorsement
Program at University of Nebraska at Kearney.

APPENDIX B - Program/Endorsement Assessment Instruments and Scoring Rubrics
TESE 816d: Practicum/Comprehensive Exam
Content Mastery
Descriptor:
Evidence of knowledge &/or content mastery assessed in the following area:
a) content matter and concepts specific to discipline
b) Address student learning through their specific discipline
Indicator:
The teacher demonstrates knowledge about assistive and/or augmentative equipment and strategies.
Assignment:
Document the process of obtaining assistive and/or augmentative equipment (including technology programs
which benefit students with giftedness or disabilities) for a student in your classroom
•
•
•
•
•

Provide a description of the student, including the area of need
Provide a description of the equipment/programs implemented to support the student
Provide a rationale for using the technology with the student(s)
Provide a description of the process used to obtain the technology
Reflect upon the success/failure of the implementation of the technology, including student and/or parent
feedback and comments

OR IF YOU ARE NOT CURRENTLY IN A CLASSROOM TEACHING THEN YOU WILL COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING.
Attend a workshop or inservice dealing with assistive and/or augmentative equipment (including a technology
programs which benefit students with giftedness or disabilities).
Using the scenario provided, complete the following.
•
•
•

Identify the student’s areas of need.
Identify and describe the equipment/programs that could be implemented to support the student.
Reflect upon the possible success/failure of the implementation of the technology.

Content Mastery Assignment Rubric
Unacceptable (0)

Acceptable (1)

Target (2)

Does not provide a
description of the
student(s)

Provides a vague
description of the
student(s)

Provides a detailed
description of the
student(s)

Description of
equipment is
inadequate or missing.

Demonstrate in-depth
knowledge of content
specific to discipline by
identifying technology
appropriate to increase
participation in the
general curriculum

Demonstration of
knowledge using
inquiry, critical analysis,
and synthesis to
identify and describe
technology appropriate
to increase
participation in the
general curriculum

Does not provide a
rationale

Rationale does not
support the use of the
technology

Provides a rationale for
using the technology
with the student(s)

Does not utilize data to
reflect upon success or
failure of the
technology

Reflects upon the
success or failure of the
implementation of the
technology without
student or parent
comments.

Reflection details the
success or failure of the
implementation of the
technology and
includes student and/or
parent comments.

Mechanics of writing
(organization,
grammar, spelling,
proofing) contain
greater than 5 errors.

Mechanics of writing
(organization,
grammar, spelling,
proofing) contain less
than 5 errors.

Mechanics of writing
(organization,
grammar, spelling,
proofing) contain no
errors.

TESE 816d: Practicum/Comprehensive Exam
Evidence of Planning
Descriptor:
Planning demonstrates application of appropriate disciplinary content, theoretical/research-based
pedagogy/methodology to create enhanced learning for all students (either by direct instruction or construction of
positive learning environment)
Indicator:
Evaluation of taped lesson
Assignment:
Students will submit a copy of a student’s IEP that they developed over the past year.
1. Students will identify one academic goal from the IEP and state how that goal supports a state standard.
2. Students will provide a rationale for the selection of the particular goal.
3. Students will develop two weeks of lesson objectives that support one goal found on the IEP.
• Objectives are clearly stated and measurable.
• Evidence of differentiation and how the teacher adapts instruction to teach the skill different ways.
• Evidence of equal access to quality learning for all students.
Submission Requirements:
•
•

A copy of the IEP with name removed.
One goal with at least ten lesson objectives that demonstrate how you would teach to that goal using differentiation
techniques.

Evidence of Planning Rubric
Unacceptable (0)

Acceptable (1)

Target (2)

IEP does not contain all
required components

IEP is missing some required
components

IEP contains all components
required by law written in
correct form

Academic goal is not provided.

Chosen academic goal does
not contain the four
components or supports a
state standard.

Chosen academic goal
contains timeframe, condition,
behavior, and criteria and
supports a state standard.

Rationale not included

Rationale does not fully
support the goal selection

Rationale supports the goal
selection

Ten lesson objectives are not
provided.

Lesson objectives do not show
evidence of differentiation.

Lesson objectives are clearly
stated and show evidence of
differentiation and equal
access to learning.

Mechanics of writing
(organization, grammar,
spelling, proofing) contain
greater than 5 errors.

Mechanics of writing
(organization, grammar,
spelling, proofing) contain less
than 5 errors.

Mechanics of writing
(organization, grammar,
spelling, proofing) contain no
errors.

TESE 816d: Practicum/Comprehensive Exam
Evidence of P-12 Learning
Descriptor:
Assessment and analysis of impact(s) on P-12 learning/client/workplace including
•
•
•
•
•
•

Definition of the problem
Preliminary data collection
Interpretation of data and generation of possible explanation for solving the problem
Investigation of causal factors
Identification of objectives and measurement
Monitoring and reflection of plan or intervention impact

Indicator:
The teacher advocates for the students with exceptional needs
Assignment:
1. Students will define a problem and how it relates to progression in general curriculum for a
student(s) in their classroom in one of the following areas:
a. Academic skill
b. Behavior
c. Social skill
2. Rationale for selecting specific problem
3. Students will collect data on the skill.
4. Students will evaluate the data for growth or lack of growth in the chosen area.
5. Students will explore contextual factors (family, school, situation, community) to identify
possible causal factors
6. Students will develop measurable objectives to solve the problem
7. Students will develop an intervention to solve the problem
8. Students will continue to collect data on the problem
9. Students will reflect upon the data by indicating the direction you took to maintain growth or
what changes were made to improve student’s opportunity for growth.

P-12 Learning Rubric
Unacceptable (0)

Acceptable (1)

Target (2)

Fails to collect and interpret
data or data is unrelated to
problem

Collects and interprets
systematic data to establish
baseline but amount of data
may be limited

Defines problem, collects and
interprets data from multiple
and systemic sources to
establish a baseline and verify
existence of problem

Does not explore contextual
factors (family, school, situation,
community) or collaborate with
other professionals to develop
full exploration of contributing
factors to the problem.

Reviews contextual factors and
seeks input from other
professionals to further explore
contributing factors.

Examines contextual factors to
assist with explanation of causes
of problem and draws upon
resources of other professional
staff, family, and supporting
resources with the purpose of
developing a feasible plan or
interventions that address
causal factors as part of solution
to problem

Does not develop measureable
objectives related to the
problem or does not present a
clear assessment plan for
assessing achievement of
objectives

Develops measurable objectives
that address the problem and
presents a plan to assess
achievement of objectives

Develops detailed measurable
objectives for specific target
audiences and a systematic plan
for collection of data at various
points during the plan or
intervention to assess on-going
achievement or objectives

Does not assess impact of plan
or intervention on meeting
objectives, or does not reflect
on effectiveness of instruction
or propose modifications in plan

Uses data to assess impact of
plan or intervention on meeting
objectives and reflects on
effectiveness of plan and
proposes modifications to plan

Uses data to assess impact at
various points during plan or
intervention implementation
and revises planned activities
based on continuous data
collection

Mechanics of writing
(organization, grammar,
spelling, proofing) contain
greater than 5 errors.

Mechanics of writing
(organization, grammar,
spelling, proofing) contain less
than 5 errors.

Mechanics of writing
(organization, grammar,
spelling, proofing) contain no
errors.

