Written Communication: Foundational Core Courses Rubric
This rubric addresses the following GS Program (GS) learning outcomes: GS 1 – evaluate information appropriate to the task; GS 2 – apply principles of critical thinking to
demonstrate integrative learning; GS 4 – communicate effectively in written form; and the following Written Communication (WC) learning outcomes: WC 1 – discern a writer’s
argument or purpose; WC 2 - use appropriate sources responsibly; WC 3 - use context-appropriate conventions of written English; WC 4 - form and support a coherent position on
an issue; and WC 5 - write in a manner appropriate to the audience and context.
Evaluators are encouraged to assign “Does not meet criteria” to any work that does not meet Beginning level performance, is plagiarized, off topic, or does not meet specifications.
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Context of and
Demonstrates minimal attention
Demonstrates awareness
Demonstrates adequate
Demonstrates a thorough
purpose for writing
to context, audience, purpose,
of context, audience,
consideration of context, audience, understanding of context,
and to the assigned task(s) (e.g.
purpose, and to the
and purpose and a clear focus on
audience, and purpose that is
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Content
Uses appropriate and relevant
Uses appropriate and
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Genre and
Attempts to use a consistent
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disciplinary
system for basic organization and appropriate to a specific
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--presentation.
discipline and/or writing
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range of conventions particular to
task(s) for basic
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task(s) including organization,
GS 1, GS 4
presentation.
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content, presentation, formatting,
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Sources and
Demonstrates an attempt to use
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--writing.
sources to support ideas
support ideas that are situated
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the writing.
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writing.
Control of syntax
Uses language that sometimes
Uses language that
Uses straightforward language that Uses graceful language that
and mechanics
impedes meaning because of
generally conveys meaning generally conveys meaning to
skillfully communicates meaning to
errors in usage.
to readers with clarity,
readers. The language in the
readers with clarity and fluency,
WC 3, WC 5
--although writing may
assignment has few errors.
and is virtually error-free.
GS 4
include some errors.
*NOTE: The category “Proficient” describes the skills of the typical student near the end of the course. Advanced is anything above proficient.
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