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Hi!  I’m Amanda 
Olson and I’m cur-
rently studying at 
Roosevelt Academy 
in the Netherlands.  
Each month, I’ll be 
writing an article 
about my experi-
ences abroad.   

  Spring break was definitely 
one of the biggest highlights of 
my semester here at RA.  I trav-
elled with 7 others to Spain 
over 6 days.  Our first destina-
tion was Barcelona and halfway 
through the trip, we ventured 
to Madrid. 

In Barcelona, we took on the 
role of avid tourists and 
checked out sites such as Park 
Guell designed by Gaudi, a Ro-
man remains museum, the Pi-
casso Museum, and  of course 
we relaxed on the beach, 
though it was too cold to swim.   

To get to Madrid, we took a 9 
and a half hour overnight train.  
In Madrid, we strolled through 
the city, took a nap in a beauti-
ful park, went to an art mu-
seum, and enjoyed the city’s 
social life by dining on one of 
the city squares.  

In both places, we tried  
Spanish foods, spoke what 
Spanish we could,  and experi-
enced the relaxed culture.  It 
was really exciting to see an-
other part of Europe and 
proved the variety of cultures 
to be experienced here. 

(continued on page 3) 

Spring Break  2009 
By:  McKenzie Wiese  from Abroad 

Thoughts  

nees and French Alps.”’ 
Work consumes the ma-

jority of spring break for some 
students like Britni Hervert. 
“Hopefully, I’ll save up a lot of 
money, enough to buy new 
water skis and a wakeboard 
for this summer!” said the 
freshman. The ideal spot for 
Hervert would be spending 
spring break somewhere 
warm and on a lake.  

“I am just going home to 
Wayne for spring break be-
cause I have to train for a job 
that I am going to have this 
summer,” said Michelle Jarvi.  

Jarvi, an exercise 
science major 
freshman, was 
excited to see 
her family while 
home, but other 
attractions of 
Spring Break for 
her included 
“sleeping in, 
home cooked 
meals, and see-
ing high school 
friends.” She was 
hoping to gain 
some sleep back 
and just have a 
fun, relaxing 

time. Her ultimate break 
would include a trip to Minne-
sota where she would see her 
cousins and go skiing.  

(continued on page 2) 

Spring Break is a time 
meant to take a break from 
the vigorous schoolwork, and 
relax, recuperate, and have 
some fun. However, this 
“break” brings about many 
different events and activities 
for UNK Students. Some peo-
ple spend it going on trips, 
visiting friends and family, 
working, or just taking some 
“me” time.  A few Honors stu-
dents shared with us their 
plans for the 5 day break. 

Benn Dixon, sophomore 
majoring in Political Science, 
went to Frisco/Silverthorne 
Colorado.  
There he was 
planning on 
riding his 
bike over the 
three moun-
tain passes in 
order to train 
for a ride he’s 
doing in July. 
“I plan on 
gaining some 
training and 
good memo-
ries with my 
Dad, not to 
mention 
sleep,” said 
Dixon.  Although Dixon was 
excited about this plan, he 
said, “if I could go anywhere, I 
would go to France to practice 
my French and ride the Pyre-
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An Honors Advantage 

I hope all of you woke up at 

7:00 a.m.  April 1st to take ad-

vantage of early registration 

and got the Honors class that 

you wanted.  With a lot of 

Honors classes offered next 

semester, there is a wide vari-

ety to choose from.  These 

general studies classes are a 

way for Honors students to 

interact and participate in a 

challenging environment.  Stu-

dents need 12 hours of Honors 

General classes which is one 

Honors class each semester 

for the first 4 semesters of a 

student’s freshman and 

sophomore years.  

Megan Faust a freshman 

Honors student said, “The 

teaching is better because the 

teachers know that the stu-

dents can 

handle more 

advanced 

work and 

therefore you 

learn more.”  

For upper-

level Honors students there is 

also the possibility of H-Option.   

This is where an Honors Pro-

gram Student in a three hun-

dred or four hundred level 

class can negotiate a contract 

with the teacher and complete 

additional work in order to re-

ceive Honors credit.   

Michelle Hermesch, a 

sophomore Honors student 

said, “ H- Optioning allows you 

to interact with a professor in 

your field at a higher level.” It 

allows you to personalize what 

you learn and you 

can tailor a class 

to fit your major.    

In many Honors 

classes there is a 

different dynamic 

because the 

classes are smaller and the 

work is often personalized to 

help the student learn individu-

ally. Phil Boon, a freshman Hon-

ors student said, “I enjoy Hon-

ors Classes because they give 

students the opportunity to 

discuss what is being taught 

instead of just being taught at.”  

 That is what makes classes 

with other Honors students so 

special, we can learn from each 

other, get to know one an-

other, and come together as a 

community.  

 

Some people were 
really ready to spend the 
break with friends, like 
freshman, Heather 
Glodt, who went to 
Oberlin, Kansas.  
“Reminiscing with 
friends about good times 
in high school and catch-
ing up with them and 
how their college experi-
ence is going is the thing 
I’m looking most forward 
to,” said Glodt.  Connect-
ing with old friends and 
getting back in touch 
with them is something 
she really wanted to fo-

cus on this break. How-
ever, her choice of the 
ultimate place to be this 
spring break would be 
Cancun. 

Even though some of 
these activities were not 
what these students 
were hoping for, no one 
can deny the gratitude 
they have for this time 
off from classes, home-
work, and the stresses 
that comes along with 
college. Hopefully it 
treated everyone well, 
and was filled with all 
that was wished for.  

(continued from page 1) 

Another Freshman 
that went home for 
break was Jordan Ger-
man. In Imperial, Ger-
man planned on seeing 
the family, going with 
friends to a nine-foot 
tourney, where he would 
“boom on beaches.” 
Family time and getting 
some much needed 
sleep is what he is really 
looking forward to. “If I 
could go anywhere for 
spring break, I would go 
to the Philippines,” said 
German.  

By:  Samantha Post 
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I was surrounded by a cou-
ple million people, all there for 
the same reason, to be wit-
ness to an event that is sure to 
rewrite history books.  The 
atmosphere within the city 
was unlike anything else I have 
ever experienced.  It was 
charged and everyone seemed 
to be wired with the anticipa-
tion of what was to come. 

There was not a street any-
where throughout the city 
that did not have vendors out 

selling 
Barack 
Obama 
merchan-
dise, rang-
ing from 
pins and 
magnets to 
clothes and 
even barbe-
que sauce 

that was supposedly the same 
kind that Obama himself uses.   

At every hour of the night I 
could hear people down in the 
streets wide awake with the 
energy that had infected us all.  
The hotel that I was staying in, 
the Grand Hyatt, was host to a 
ball or gala every night for the 
week that I was there.  It was 
here that I also was able to 
spot a few of the many celeb-
rities that came and went in-
cluding Jesse Jackson, Rever-
end Al Sharpton, Bill Bellamy, 
and Tony Dungee. 

My time that I spent in 
Washington D.C. was a once in 
a lifetime opportunity and one 
that I am not soon to forget.   

“In reaffirming the great-
ness of our nation we under-
stand that greatness is never a 
given. It must be earned. Our 
journey has never been one of 
short-cuts or settling for less. 
It has not been the path for 
the faint-hearted, for those 
that prefer leisure over work, 
or seek only the pleasures of 
riches and fame. Rather, it has 
been the risk-takers, the do-
ers, the makers of things -- 
some celebrated, but more 
often 
men and 
women 
obscure 
in their 
labor -- 
who have 
carried us 
up the 
long rug-
ged path 
towards prosperity and free-
dom.” 

These were just a few of 
the words uttered by Barack 
Obama that I heard on a bitter 
cold Tuesday morning in late 
January.  After waking up at 
two in the morning, walking 
about two miles, and waiting 
in line for about nine hours 
the time was finally here.  I 
was standing on the corner of 
Third and Constitution Street 
and only a block away from 
the Capitol building in down-
town Washington D.C.  It was 
here that I was able to witness 
the swearing in of the very 
first African American as Presi-
dent of the United States of 
America. 

(continued from page 1) 

Studying abroad is definitely some-
thing I would encourage everyone to ex-
perience.  It’s one thing to learn about 
places in textbooks, it’s another thing to 
see them firsthand.  There are so many 
study abroad programs available, that 
you’re sure to find one that will provide 
the experience you’re looking for.  After 
reflecting on the amazing experience I’ve 
had so far, I  began to wonder why more 
people don’t take hold of an opportunity 
like this.  You’ll meet so many interesting 
people, gain a whole new perspective on 
the world, and being abroad is a great way 
to expand your knowledge of other lan-
guages and cultures.  

 
If you’re interested in studying abroad: 

1.  Make an appointment with Ann 
Marie Park, Study Abroad Coordinator 
(parkam@unk.edu). 

2.  Decide on a program. 

3.  Fill out the applications. 

4.  Get a Passport. 

5.  Pack your suitcase. 

Check out the sites below for study 
abroad grant opportunities and finan-
cial resources available within and 
outside UNK.   

 

Reporting from Washington D.C. 

UNK: 
Pepsi Experiential Learning Program 
http://www.unk.edu/academicaffairs.aspx?id=26524 

Student Talent Development Program 
http://www.unk.edu/admin/vcbf/index.php?id=564 

Business and International Education Grant 
http://www.unk.edu/acad/internationalbusiness/index. 
php?id=32350 

 

Outside UNK: 
Check out the UNK Study Abroad web page for a list 
of  scholarships and grants available.   

I highly recommend applying for: 
Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship  
www.iie.org/Gilman 

By:  Mikayla Brune 


