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Welcome to TE 804! 
 
What will I gain from this course?  
You will learn about different approaches to multicultural curriculum, review examples 
of classroom materials typical of each approach, and develop materials for use in your 
own instructional setting.  After reading Banks, Pipher, Flaitz and Roberts- texts and 
from various web sites and instructor comments, you will see a vision of how a 
multicultural community can enrich the lives of all.  
 
 What are the Objectives of this course? 
1. Students will understand the current issues affecting refugees and immigrants in 
America.  (Ka, Kc, Sb, Da) [ Assessment:  Readings and Class Forum Discussions  & 
Analysis of Multicultural Curriculum Materials]. 
 
2. Students will be able to catalogue the multicultural curriculum resources of a selected 
school or public library (Kd, Sb, Dc) [Assessment:  Analysis of Multicultural Curriculum 
Materials] 
 
3. Students will be able to articulate and defend their respective stance on the value of 
multicultural curriculum in their respective school and library. (Kb, Sc, Db) [Assessment:  
Readings and Class Forum Discussions and Final Research Project]. 
 
4. Students will develop a multicultural project for their school. (Sa, Dc) [Assessments: 
Multicultural  Curriculum Materials Development]  
 
Will this class ever meet? We only meet ONLINE.  Students may enroll in this class 
without regard to geographical distance. I will post a new "assignment" each week on 
Monday with required readings, sites, and participation in the discussion threads. You 
will have 2-3 discussion threads each week, including during the weeks when major 
projects are due, unless otherwise indicated, so plan ahead. Please promptly prepare for 
each assignment. Also, be sure that you title your FIRST response as ORIGINAL: 
YOUR NAME, and your two-four following responses to each other as RE: ( with 
the name of  the student you are responding to). THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT, 
FOR RECORD KEEPING PURPOSES. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
What texts are required?  

 
Teaching Strategies for Ethnic Studies by James A. Banks (8th Ed. Allyn & Bacon, 
2009) Understanding Your Refugee and Immigrant Students by Jeffra Flaitz 
(University of Michigan Press, 2006) IBSN 0-472-03098-1"The Middle of 
Everywhere"  by Mary Pipher New York: Harcourt, 2002. "From Every End of This 
Earth, by Steven Roberts, New York: Harper Collins Publisher, 2009. 

Note: For the texts, contact:  Antelope Bookstore 308-865-8555; talk to 
Jill Ann Eickhoff or The College Book Store and talk to Jan Keubler  
308-234-3030 .The Banks’ text offers a rich set of options for in depth 
study of the overview of developing a multicultural curriculum and a 
focus on specific ethnic groups.  The Pipher text is a remarkable book 
about the life of refugees living in Lincoln, Nebraska. You might 
remember Mary Pipher from her book, "Reviving Ophelia", a landmark 
book on the secret life of adolescent girls. The text on refugee and 
immigrant students should provide you with timely and pertinent 
information regarding new arrivals in our communities. Finally,  
"From Every End of This Earth",  a new addition to this class, should 
provide you with interesting information relating to the cultures of 13 
different families and their struggles as they learn to survive in a new 
country and yet maintain their cultural identity.  
Extra Credit Book Choices: 
 
"Outcasts United", Warren St John, Random House:, Inc., 2009 
"The Snakehead", Partick Zadden Keefe, Random House, Inc.,       
2009 . 
"Gang Leader for a Day", Sudhir Venkatesh, Penquin Books,   2008. 
 
 
 
Direct links to additional materials will be provided on the course site 
when appropriate.  
 

How do I find out what computer software is necessary?  
Internet Explorer. This BrowserCheck will help you determine whether or not you have 
the suggested browser capability.  

 
Adobe Acrobat Reader. There are some pdf files in this course site and these require that 
your computer have Adobe Acrobat Reader. This reader is free and can be downloaded 
from the Adobe Acrobat website.  



 
QuickTime Reader - If you find that Quicktime Reader is required to view a video, you 
can find information on downloads/installation at Apple'sQuick Time Support web page  

 
Powerpoint Viewer -If you do not have Powerpoint presentation software on your 
computer, you need to download a Powerpoint viewer to view any Powerpoint 
presentations you may encounter in the course.  
 
 
 
 
What computer hardware is needed?  
The minimum hardware needed to participate in this online class really means any 
computer which handles Windows 2000X or the latest Mac OS.  The computers at the 
community college or on campus at UNK should be acceptable.  

 
What are podcasts and how can I receive them? Podcasts are no different than the  
I-Tunes or podcasts that you can download on your computer.  If you have any technical 
trouble, the easiest solution is to find anyone between eight and eighteen years old to 
show you how to download music.  Now to receive podcasts from me, here are the 
instructions. This class will include recorded audio “podcasts” which you will be able 
download and listen to. A notice will appear in announcements or on Blackboard  and 
you will be able to download them via assignments or course documents.              
PLEASE WATCH FOR THESE!!!!!!  I believe they will average 20-40 minutes each 
and you will be able to access them by doing the following: 
 
Step 1: Go to http://www.apple.com/itunes/download/ and choose either 
 
Windows 2000 or XP OR   Mac OS X v10.2.8 or later 
 
Then, click download. This will allow your computer to play the podcasts below.  
 
Step 2:  I will post the podcasts on our Blackboard site under the Course Documents tab     
Remember to only use UNK email. 
 
What about attachments with word documents? 
Basically, most attachments that I receive do work but I would ask that you save  the 
documents in “Rich Text” to ensure that I can download and view them. I will let you 
know if  I cannot access your document.  
 

Please check your UNK-email on a DAILY BASIS or at least several times a 
week.  This is VERY IMPORTANT!! 
 
Will I be successful with an online course?  

If you have the necessary computer equipment, can schedule your time, can find a 
good environment for working at your computer, and don't put things off until the 



last minute, you share characteristics of students who are most likely to be 
successful with online classes. Just showing up isn't enough.  

 
What will I have to do?  

Activities and assignments which includes reading, posting to class forums, 
reviewing samples of MC curriculum materials, and searching out and/or 
developing materials for use in your own instructional setting. A research-based 
report or a curriculum development project is required. Follow the 
ASSIGNMENTS bar on the left side of the screen for details on all 
assignments.         
Please keep personal copies of all assignments as hard copies and saved to a 
disk. Some students take this class as an elective in other programs and may 
request modification of an assignment to better support the student's program of 
study. Please contact the instructor if this is the case for you. 
 

When are assignments due?  
I will expect you to do your assignments on a regular basis. Major assignments will be 
posted by Monday morning at 11:00 a.m. and will include all deadlines.  Your first set of 
assignments will be posted on the first day of class.  PLEASE CHECK THE 
ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE. There will be at least 2-3 discussion questions each week. 
CHECK ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE FOR DUE DATES!  PLEASE BE PROMPT!  
If you fail to complete any assignment (discussion board, paper etc…) by the date 
required, your instructor may dock you 10% for each day it is late. If you have any 
problems electronically or in any other fashion, please email your instructor or call 402-
991-6535 and leave a message BEFORE the assignment is due.  I  realize you are all very 
busy and  will give you some slack on occasion when “things get a little crazy for you.”  I 
want to hold this class together as a group as we move through the course.  Please do not 
ask to do assignments ahead of time!   In this class I want you to learn from each other 
through postings, in-person discussions, and collaborative work.  This will only work if 
each contributes on a regular basis.  So please be prompt.  The first assignment requires a 
substantial discussion on the discussion forum so please help all of us get a good start. 
 
How will I be graded?           POINTS 
1. Discussion Forum Posts (Approximately 20-25 @ 15 points each)       300-375  
2. Paper I----"Middle of Everywhere"         50 
3. Paper II--"From Every End of This Earth"         50 
4. Paper IV-Power Point/Paper           100 
5. Paper V-Promoting Change                   100 
6. Final Project-Curriculum Project        100 
          ______________ 
             Total Points  700-775 
Here is the Grading Scale:  

A  94% - 100%   
A-         90% - 93.99%          
B+ 87% - 89.99%  
B 84% - 86.99%  

 B- 80% - 83.33%          
C+    77% - 79.99%           



C          74% - 76.99%  
              C- 70% - 73.99% 
 D+  67% - 69.99%          

D 64% - 66.99% 
D- 60% - 63.99% 
F Below 60% 
 

How do I get started?  
Use the ASSIGNMENTS bar on the left of the screen to access information and resources 
for the assignments.  Of course always check your email and the ANNOUNCEMENT 
page for any new information. Be sure to check Blackboard and emails DAILY!!!. 
 
What if I need help? How will my instructor communicate with me?  
Your instructor will send you e-mail messages and will respond to e-mail messages from 
you on a daily basis, if needed. YOU MUST USE UNK EMAIL!! Both you and your 
instructor will use the COMMUNICATION bar on the left of the screen to communicate 
through the e-mail function built into the course site. Once you are enrolled, choose the 
WebEasi link on the UNK home page to learn how to access your UNK email account 
(Lotus Notes). YOU CAN CALL THE UNK COMPUTER HELPDESK AT 865-
8363 TO GET  YOUR PASSWORDS AND TROUBLESHOOT HOW TO USE 
BLACKBOARD AND LOTUS NOTES. 
 
IF TECHNOLOGY BECOMES A PROBLEM AND YOU CANNOT CONTACT 
THE HELP DESK AT 308-865-8363, THEN PLEASE  CALL  Dr. Tracy  AT THE 
UNK CAMPUS WHERE HE CAN TROUBLESHOOT FOR YOU.  (308 865-8821)   
 
What if I don't want to use UNK Lotus Notes?  
You must use Lotus notes on the UNK network.      
 
How will I monitor my grades as I move through the course?  
An online gradebook will permit you to check your grade at any time, please click on the 
"My Grades" in the tool bar to your left.  
 
When can I start? When do I have to be finished?  
The class site will be available the first day of the class on Please check the assignment 
schedule. THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT. 
 
What if I don't finish? May I take an Incomplete grade? UNK permits "I" grades to 
be carried for one year from the beginning of the semester in which you began the course. 
If you take an "I" grade you may be enrolled in a subsequent online class section, 
providing one is offered. If assignments you have not completed are modified in the 
subsequent class section, you will need to complete them as modified. "I" grades are not 
an option if you do not complete any assignments in the course during your term of 
enrollment.  
 
About links from this course to other sites:  
Links to related sites and specific items on other sites have been placed in this course site. 
These sites will open into a new browser window, which means you will be on that site 



instead of the course site and will need to close the browser window in order to return to 
the course site. There may be some links that do not work. Please let me know if you find 
any of these troublesome. I do not control the content of these external sites and do not 
necessarily recommend the totality of content therein.  

 
 
 
Discussion Forum Roles: Instructor, Course Consultants, and Students 
 
The role of the instructor in these discussions is to monitor posts for adherence to 
guidelines, assist students in learning how to use the forum, and function as an 
information provider by posting links to new material at the site or answering or 
researching answers to questions asked in the discussion.  
 
The role of the students in the discussion is to focus on issues and support each other in 
the effort to meaningfully reflect upon individually held perspectives. There is no attempt 
to require students to hold any particular viewpoint or perspective. Civility is expected at 
all times as we discuss highly controversial issues.  Please note that in addition to each 
entry response on the discussion board,  I am asking each of you to read and 
respond to at least two-four other entries each time we have a discussion board 
assignment.  Your response to the other students in the cohort needs to be  AT LEAST  
2-3 good sized paragrahs, (unless otherwise stipulated), but it is quite stimulating to 
read the comments of others.  I am sure that you will learn more from other students in 
this course than from any readings.  And it is a lot of fun too! 
 
How will I get feedback from my instructor? Your instructors will participate in the 
discussion board on a weekly basis, but may not respond to EACH student’s entries. 
(By the end of the semester I will have received 4,000-5,000 entries.)  Just email your 
instructor if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
 
 
Students with Disabilities  
 
UNK is committed to providing support for students with disabilities.  If you are a 
student with a physical, learning, emotional, or psychological disabilities you are 
encouraged to stop by room 163 in the Memorial Student Affairs Building, the 
Disabilities Coordinator at 308-865-8214 or by email at brandtdl@unk.edu. 
 
If you have an accommodation plan please review it with me as soon as possible, so we 
can make any arrangements necessary for your learning.  No accommodations will be 
provided until Reasonable Accommodation Plan is in place.   Please remember, plans are 
not retroactive and cannot be used for assignments or events prior to the date of my 
signature.   
 



To the greatest extent possible, UNK, shall observe confidentiality with respect to any 
request for accommodations. 
 


